THE NERVOUS SYSTEM

as two trees might closely interlock their twigs and small
branches. Or it may be some change in the chemical com-
position of the intervening substance.

Whatever it is, the facts as to acquiring skill which we
considered in the previous section seem, at least to the
present writer, to imply that when an action is successful,
as when a drive at golf is successful, the state of body and
mind which we call feeling satisfied at the success, pleased
at the success, must somehow act on the synapses over which
the nerve currents have just passed to direct that successful
action, and cause them to acquire a slightly lowered
resistance. This does not seem to be physiologically
impossible, though as far as I am aware there is no physio-
logical evidence to show that it takes place. Its physiological
possibility would depend on the condition of the neurones
and synapses remaining slightly differentiated for a long
enough period to allow of the afterglow of pleasure somehow
influencing them differently from others.

There is no necessity for the psychologist to interpret
his facts, or to couch his theories, in physiological terms,
and it is as well to emphasize this point here. The observed
psychological fact from which we started some pages ago
was that improvement in the skilful performance of some
action does actually take place, even although the clumsy
elements of the action are in the early stages of practice
repeated more often than the correct elements. From this
the need of something more than the mere law of practice
follows: and the required addition, it is suggested, is that
satisfaction encourages and dissatisfaction discourages the
repetition of certain muscular patterns, even if we are not
clearly conscious, or not at all conscious, of what those
patterns are. To make this explanation conceivable in terms
of what is known of the neurones and their connections is
the object of the present section, but the law of satisfaction
and dissatisfaction does not stand or fall with the correctness
of what is here said, and surmised, about the neurones.
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